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ABSTRACT

Nahj al-Balagha, as a treasure trove of religious and ethical teachings and a
key source after the Holy Quran, is considered an effective and valuable tool
for understanding and addressing various challenges, especially conflicts of
interest. Conflict of interest, as one of the fundamental problems in recent
decades, has led to corruption and injustice, causing severe damage to
individuals, communities, and governing systems. Therefore, the main
question is: what are the instances of conflict of interest from the perspective
of Nahj al-Balagha, and what are the grounds for their occurrence and the
effective components in their creation? This article, aiming to identify and
explain the instances of conflict of interest from the perspective of Nahj al-
Balagha, examines the grounds for its occurrence in the behavior of historical
Islamic figures such as Zubayr ibn al-Awam, Abdullah ibn Qays (known as
Abu Musa al-Ash'ari), and Ziyad ibn Abih. To achieve this goal, and using a
descriptive-analytical method, Alavi teachings have been cited. The research
findings show that Nahj al-Balagha extensively addresses instances of
conflict of interest and identifies three key factors as the grounds for such
conflicts: divine tests that place humans in situations of choice through
satanic temptations and carnal desires (selfish inclinations); personal greed
and extravagance that lead to prioritizing private interests over public welfare;
and arrogance and self-superiority that hinder accepting truth and performing
duties responsibly. The results of this research indicate that conflict of interest
is a widespread phenomenon people face continually throughout their lives.
Nahj al-Balagha, by outlining the factors of its formation and the grounds for
its occurrence, offers guidance for managing these conflicts.
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