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ABSTRACT

Counter-discourse, as an emerging concept in discourse analysis, refers to
those elements that reinforce, stabilize, and enhance the persuasive force of a
discourse's central core by creating a semantic halo around it. In Arabic, the
particle ma, owing to its multifarious semantic and functional facets, is among
the linguistic categories that can transcend a purely syntactic role and assume
a counter-discursive function. Adopting an integrated approach combining
syntactic, rhetorical, and discourse analysis and employing counter-discourse
as the theoretical framework, this study conducted a comprehensive inductive
examination of all sermons in Nahj al-Balagha. From 819 extracted instances,
representative samples of each type of ma were qualitatively analyzed.
Statistical findings reveal that the relative pronoun ma is the most frequent
type with 489 occurrences, followed by the negative (100), redundant (67),
infinitival (57), interrogative (50), ma resembling laysa (27), exclamatory
(22), and conditional ma (7). The qualitative analysis demonstrates that the
relative ma delineates discursive identity boundaries between "self" and
"other"; the interrogative ma disrupts normal communicative patterns to
prompt the addressee's reconsideration; the exclamatory ma heightens core
concepts affectively through cognitive shock; the conditional ma consolidates
immutable laws; the negative ma multiplies layers of emphasis; the infinitival
ma concretizes abstract notions and establishes intertextual references to the
Qur'an; and the redundant ma (al-kaffa) creates restriction and decisive
conciseness. Collectively, these types safeguard the Imam's central discourse
against semantic instability and the addressee's skepticism. This study
demonstrates that ma in Nahj al-Balagha constitutes a systematic,
multilayered counter-discursive strategy.
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