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ABSTRACT

Choosing the prudent path of peace—whether through agreement or through
struggle and *jihad*—constitutes the most significant principle in the
conduct and ethical realism of Imam Ali (AS). The manner in which the
Commander of the Faithful, Ali (AS), engaged with such individuals and
those holding differing views reflects his profound inclination toward peace,
tolerance, and peaceful coexistence. However, this commitment never meant
that he invariably applied this same principle when confronting enemies,
regardless of the circumstances. Rather, whenever an enemy plot, a breach of
treaty, or an act of aggression was confirmed—posing a threat or assault
against the very existence of Islam—he acted with absolute decisiveness and
seriousness; an approach rooted in the Prophetic tradition and the Holy Quran.
A prime example of the grave responsibilities incumbent upon Islamic rulers
is the need to adopt a correct and appropriate stance in confronting the threats
posed by Takfiri movements and ideologies. The era of the Imamate of the
Commander of the Faithful, Ali (AS), stands as one of the most complex and
challenging periods in early Islamic history. He assumed the reins of Imamate
and governance during the most arduous and dire of times, enduring immense
hardships and tribulations. From the perspective of the Commander of the
Faithful, Ali (AS), adopting a guiding approach toward opponents and
analyzing their political maneuvers held special significance. In this context,
the manner in which he engaged with various intellectual and ideological
currents—balancing magnanimity, gentleness, forgiveness, and peaceful
coexistence against firmness, severity, steadfastness, and Jihad—represented
a primary and fundamental concern for both Islam and Imam Ali (AS). This
study seeks to answer the question of how the Commander of the Faithful,
Ali (AS), conducted himself in his dealings with the elite and the opposition
within Arab society; the alignment of this conduct with human rights
principles is also of particular importance.

KEYWORDS
Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon her), Nahj al-Balagha, realism, social
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