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ABSTRACT

Commonly, elitism is perceived through the lens of cognitive abilities,
technical expertise, or managerial competencies; however, this perspective
alone is insufficient to address the challenges of societal guidance and
progress. This inadequacy underscores the necessity of redefining the concept
of elitism within the Islamic epistemological framework, particularly within
the Alid Teachings (Ma’arif al-Alawiyyah). In this paradigm, elitism
transcends mere scientific proficiency, becoming intrinsically linked to divine
responsibility and an active role in the reformation and guidance of society.
Accordingly, this study aims to elucidate the “Pattern of Responsible Divine
Elitism in Alid Teachings.” Employing a qualitative approach with a data-
driven methodology, the research extracted data from propositions pertaining
to the characteristics and functions of elites in Nahj al-Balagha. These data
were analyzed through the processes of open, axial, and selective coding. The
findings reveal that the pattern of elitism in Alid teachings possesses a four-
dimensional structure comprising: Insight, Disposition, Character, and Action.
Within this framework, components such as monotheistic centrality and social
insight are organized within the dimension of Insight; divine accountability
and justice-seeking within Disposition; moral virtues, such as piety and
sincerity, within Character; and guiding and reformative roles within Action.
All these elements converge around the central construct of “Responsible
Divine Elitism in the Guidance and Advancement of Society.

KEYWORDS
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