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ABSTRACT

The central problem addressed in this article is the theoretical crisis resulting
from the disconnection between ethics and power in modern political
philosophy, along with the absence of an indigenous ethical model of
governance in the Islamic world. The dominant Western discourse, by
desacralizing politics and reducing ethics to a mere instrument for
maintaining power, has exacerbated structural corruption and excessive
instrumental rationality. This research aims to explicate the concept of
"political asceticism" (zuhd siyasi) in the thought of Imam Ali (AS) as an
alternative theory and to offer a fundamental critique of Western philosophies
of power-seeking. Employing a descriptive-analytical method with a
qualitative text-oriented approach, this study examines the sermons, letters,
and aphorisms of Nahj al-Balaghah to extract the components of this theory
and compare them with Machiavellian philosophy. The findings demonstrate
that from the perspective of Imam Ali (AS), asceticism does not signify
withdrawal from politics; rather, it constitutes an active, conscious, and
ethically-grounded agency in the management of power. In this view, power
is defined as a "divine trust" and a responsibility before God and the people,
with justice and human dignity as its ultimate ends. This perspective stands
in stark contrast to the Machiavellian paradigm, which regards power as an
end in itself and subordinates ethics to political expediency. The article
concludes that the revival of Alawite political asceticism provides a viable
theoretical framework for critiquing contemporary governance crises and for
designing an ethics-centered model of governance—one that offers an
authentic response to the challenges of secularization and corruption in
political systems. Ultimately, this research reinterprets Nahj al-Balaghah as a
living source of theorization in Islamic political philosophy.
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