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ABSTRACT

Sermon 182 of Nahj al-Balagha is one of Imam Ali’s (AS) most prominent
sermons, encompassing themes of monotheism, a description of cosmic
creation, lessons drawn from the fate of past generations, lamentation over
the martyrdom of loyal companions, and a call to Jihad. Employing a
descriptive-analytical method and drawing upon Michael Halliday’s
Systemic Functional Theory, the present study simultaneously analyzes the
three metafunctions—ideational, interpersonal, and textual—within this
sermon. The findings indicate that within the ideational metafunction, mental
processes (47%) and relational processes (29%) occur most frequently,
reflecting the Imam’s (AS) knowledge-oriented and contemplative approach
to elucidating the Divine Essence and the signs of His power. Material
processes (18%) serve to concretize concepts in the context of drawing
lessons and calling for Jihad. In the interpersonal metafunction, the emphatic
declarative mood (86%) and positive polarity (90%) predominate, with the
subject appearing as an implicit element within the verb in 70% of instances;
this underscores the speaker’s authoritative and knowledgeable stance, as
well as the nature of the interaction with the audience as a one-way persuasive
engagement. The use of rhetorical questions (9%) in the sections expressing
lament and a call to awakening, alongside the imperative mood at the
sermon's conclusion, serves to evoke sorrow and prompt concrete action,
respectively. Regarding the textual metafunction, the primary factors
ensuring textual cohesion and continuity are endophoric reference (87.5%,
particularly pronouns), the repetition of key terms (such as "Allah," "ayna"
[where], and "jihad"), ellipsis (both explicit and implicit), and additive
conjunctions (specifically waw and fa, accounting for 89%). Overall, the text
not only deepens the understanding of monotheism but also establishes an
effective, multi-layered connection with the audience, maintaining unity and
coherence despite the diversity of its themes.

KEYWORDS
Ideational metafunction, interpersonal metafunction, textual metafunction,
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3. Causal
4. Temporal
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