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ABSTRACT

The present study aims to formulate the doctrine of prophethood within the
Alawite discourse, focusing on the first sermon of Nahj al-Balaghah. The
necessity of this research arises from the fact that despite the central role of
prophethood in religious knowledge and the richness of the first sermon, a
comprehensive and integrated analysis of its various dimensions has received
less attention. This study, employing a descriptive-analytical method and
drawing on authoritative sources, analyzes the content of the section on
prophethood in the first sermon. The findings indicate that the model for
explaining prophethood in the Alawite discourse is based on three interrelated
dimensions. First, the theological foundations of prophethood, formulated in
four stages: Istifa (ontological selection), the covenant and trusteeship of the
mission (establishing the path of revelatory communication and the
commitment to propagate), resurrection/prophetic mission (historical
actualization), and the seal of prophethood (perfection of legislation and
continuity of the Wilayah). Second, it articulates the epistemological challenges
of humanity, identified as the causes necessitating the sending of prophets,
which include separation from Fitrah (divine primordial nature), compound
ignorance regarding the right of God, and satanic domination. Third, it presents
the compensatory strategies of the prophets, offered in three layers: reminder-
fitri (reviving the covenant and reminding of blessings), rational-argumentative
(completing the proof and awakening the intellect), and semiotic (displaying
external and internal signs). By establishing a systematic connection between
foundations, challenges, and strategies, this model provides a framework for
theorizing in religious education and developing a methodology for
propagation in the contemporary world.
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