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ABSTRACT

Argumentativity" stands as one of the most prominent concepts in contemporary
Western pragmatics, intimately linked with text linguistics, marking a distinct
turning point for researchers in this field. Furthermore, integrating pragmatics and
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) provides a methodological framework wherein
Grice's maxims are employed as strategic argumentative tools. This integration
reveals how language transforms from a mere communicative instrument into an
active force in engineering reality and consolidating power. Accordingly, this study
aims to investigate and deconstruct the argumentative and pragmatic structures in
the sermons of Imam Ali (PBUH) within Nahj al-Balagha, viewed through the lens
of the "Cooperative Principle” and Paul Grice's four conversational maxims. The
study is grounded in the hypothesis that these linguistic mechanisms function not
merely as communicative tools, but as sophisticated argumentative strategies
employed to construct reasoning and consolidate epistemic authority and discursive
legitimacy. Utilizing a descriptive-analytical method, the research has yielded four
pivotal findings: First, the strategic deployment of the “"Maxim of Quantity"
through condensed brevity and deliberate flouting of the rules to exert epistemic
dominance, thereby endowing the discourse with a comprehensive and absolute
nature that renders it impervious to refutation. Second, the utilization of the
"Maxim of Quality" as “strategic truthfulness" to deconstruct the opponent's
arguments from within, grounding judgments in objective and rational proofs that
leave no room for denial. Third, the employment of the "Maxim of Relation"
through abrupt thematic shifts to reframe worldly political conflicts, elevating them
to the realm of ontological and sacred imperatives. Fourth, strict adherence to the
"Maxim of Manner" (encompassing clarity, brevity, and orderliness) to transform
bitter truths into perceptual self-evidences that admit no ambiguity. Ultimately, the
study concludes that the rhetorical genius of Nahj al-Balagha lies in the dynamic
interplay between strict adherence to these maxims to establish irrefutable proofs,
and their deliberate flouting to generate profound conversational implicatures.
Consequently, discourse transcends its mere function of information transmission,
becoming an active instrument in shaping reality, invalidating opponents'
arguments, and consolidating a unique discursive authority that synthesizes
sanctity, rationality, and moral transcendence.
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1. Paul Grice
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