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ABSTRACT

After the Holy Qur’an and the noble Prophetic traditions, Nahj al-Balagha is
regarded as one of the most prominent literary texts in the Arabic language,
distinguished by its unique eloguence and rhetoric, richness of expression,
harmony between wording and meaning, and diversity of rhetorical techniques.
This has made it the focus of scholars and writers throughout the ages, and it
has exerted a wide influence on both Arabic and Persian literature. Among the
most notable manifestations of eloquence in the words of Imam Ali (PBUH) is
his conscious use of the art of “metonymy” (al-majaz al-mursal), which serves
the intended meaning and reveals the depth of intellectual and spiritual
experience in his discourse. This study seeks to analyze this feature and to
demonstrate its impact on the structure of the text. Imam Ali (PBUH) employed
various types of metonymic relations-such as causality, totality, partiality,
contiguity, and the relationship between the state and its locus-to express subtle
concepts in a simple yet powerfully effective manner. The present study aims to
uncover how these metonymic relations are utilized in Imam Ali’s texts and to
show their role in highlighting theological and intellectual meanings through a
unique rhetorical style. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach
within the framework of rhetorical methodology to reveal the aesthetic and
semantic aspects of metonymic usage, analyzing selected samples from Imam
Ali’s letters to identify the rhetorical relations underlying his use of metonymy.
The findings indicate that metonymy in Imam Ali’s letters is not merely an
ornamental rhetorical device but a central structural element in his eloguence,
serving as an effective rhetorical and semantic tool for conveying precise
intentions and profound meanings. Moreover, the study shows that Imam Ali
(PBUH) employed metonymic relations-such as causality, partiality, and
circumstantial relations-as a means of intensifying meaning and broadening
interpretive horizons, which endowed his texts with intellectual and aesthetic
depth simultaneously. This deliberate employment of metonymy reflects the
Imam’s mastery in shaping language to serve both rational and emotional
dimensions, thereby achieving a powerful effect on the audience at intellectual
and emotional levels.
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