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ABSTRACT

The right to litigation represents one of the fundamental pillars of judicial
justice, articulated in Nahj al Balaghah centuries before modern international
instruments in a coherent and ethically grounded framework. Using a
descriptive—analytical method, this study compares the three essential
components of this right—equality before the law, judicial independence and
impartiality, and effective access to justice—in Nahj al Balaghah and Article
14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). The
findings indicate that although both texts recognize these components, they
diverge fundamentally in the basis of obligation and mechanisms of
implementation. In Nahj al Balaghah, the enforcement of justice rests on the
judge’s “inner piety” and the ruler’s “divine responsibility,” whereas the
ICCPR relies on institutional structures and the contractual commitments of
states. Commentary from exegetes such as Ibn Abt al Hadid and Jafari shows
that Alavid justice is deeply connected to judicial ethics, social accountability,
and personal moral supervision. The paper’s critical perspective notes that the
Human Rights Committee’s interpretative decisions lack binding force, and
that the Covenant’s legal individualism falls short of the comprehensive
nature of Alavid justice. Overall, the study concludes that the conceptual
commonalities between the two texts reflect a shared human understanding
of judicial justice, and that Nahj al Balaghah can serve as a spiritual
complement and a source of inspiration for rethinking judicial systems in
contemporary Muslim societies.
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