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ABSTRACT

Given the numerous challenges involved in translating texts of all kinds,
especially religious literature, qualitative criticism of the translated product
occupies a special place in literary studies. The method of translating texts into
another language and preserving their effectiveness has always been a primary
concern for translators and critics, as no text can be translated into the target
language without undergoing changes. This is particularly important in the
translation of religious texts. Undoubtedly, every translation has positive and
negative characteristics, and the quality of the translation depends on these
characteristics. Numerous theories exist for determining the quality level of
translated texts, often striving to achieve a complete and desirable translation.
These efforts and evaluations contribute to advancements in translation. Carmen
Valero Garcés' (1994) theory of translation quality assessment is effective in
determining the quality level of translations because it possesses quality criteria
for translated texts. This model includes four levels of translation evaluation: the
semantic-lexical level, the syntactic-morphological level, the rhetorical-
functional level, and the stylistic-practical level. Each of these levels has specific
sub-groups upon which translated texts are evaluated. This article aims to
critique Professor Jafar Shahidi's Persian translation of Sermon 190 from Nahj
al-Balaghah, focusing solely on its semantic and lexical aspects. The findings
indicate that Shahidi's translation of this selected sermon is audience-oriented
and goal-oriented, prioritizing the satisfaction of the target audience. Based on
the positive, negative, and neutral approaches proposed in Garcés' model, the
results suggest that Shahidi's translation is content-focused, frequently
interpreting and expanding upon the meanings of Imam Ali's (peace be upon
him) words. He sometimes employs positive techniques such as definition,
grammatical expansion, and quotation. However, his translation also exhibits
negative aspects, including omissions and abbreviations, which detract from its
quality. This is largely attributed to Shahidi's frequent omissions of verbs in the
Persian translation. This is due to Shahidi's rhetorical style and approach, as well
as his commitment to preserving rhyme, musicality, and the aesthetic beauty of
the target language. This article demonstrates the possibility of critiquing and
evaluating Al-Shahidi's translation from the perspective of the semantic-lexical
components of Garcés' model. Because it possesses more positive features than
negative ones, this translation has been deemed sufficiently acceptable.
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