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ABSTRACT

According to J. L. Austin, vocative, imperative, and invocative expressions
are performative speech acts that go beyond conveying meaning to directly
influencing the addressee—such as urging, appealing for help, or calling upon
them to achieve a specific communicative purpose. Drawing upon this
pragmatic perspective rooted in Austin’s speech act theory later developed by
Searle, the forms of call, command, and supplication in the sermons of Amir
al-Mu’minin (PBUH) have been selected to uncover their performative
structure and to elucidate the pragmatic functions these sermons fulfill,
whether in terms of influencing their audience or in constructing meaning
within their religious and rhetorical context. Through the descriptive-
analytical method applied to thirteen sermons selected randomly, it became
evident that the vocative in religious discourse serves as a communicative tool
to enhance the addressee’s mental presence. As for the imperative
(command), it transcends its obligatory function to encompass advice,
guidance, and religious direction, underscoring the richness of its pragmatic
structure. In contrast, supplication (du‘a’) assumes a communicative and
spiritual dimension that connects the speaker both to the audience and to the
Creator, thereby highlighting the persuasive and affective character of the
discourse. Pragmatic analysis revealed that the sermons of Imam Ali (PBUH)
reflect a profound linguistic awareness, strategically employing speech acts to
construct a compelling rhetorical discourse capable of engaging the audience
and stimulating them both cognitively and spiritually. The study concluded
that analyzing these linguistic forms within the framework of Speech Act
Theory contributes to a more precise understanding of communicative
interactions in early Islamic religious discourse and, at the same time,
highlights the pivotal role of pragmatic methodology in exploring the
performative dimension of language within classical textual heritage.
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