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ABSTRACT

In the current context where Islamic societies face complex identity and
behavioral challenges, distinguishing between a lifestyle based on authentic
faith and hypocritical conduct is of particular importance. This research,
employing an analytical-comparative approach, examines the duality of
"believer lifestyle” and "hypocrite lifestyle” in the thought and conduct of
Imam Ali (peace be upon him) based on authoritative texts, especially Nahj
al-Balaghah. The main research question revolves around identifying the
distinguishing components of these two lifestyles and how to measure them in
contemporary society. The novelty of this research lies in three areas: its
"comparative approach,” "analysis of social impacts,” and "attention to
practical aspects." The research method is based on qualitative content
analysis of the Imam's narrations, focusing on the sermons, letters, and wise
sayings in Nahj al-Balaghah, while referencing relevant commentaries and
explanations. The findings indicate that these two modes of existence are in
complete opposition across cognitive, ethical, behavioral, and social
dimensions. The believer lifestyle is founded upon knowledge, behavioral
integrity, truth-centeredness, peace-seeking, and steadfastness, whereas the
hypocrite lifestyle is characterized by features such as misguidance, duality of
speech and action, mixing truth with falsehood, sowing discord, and
instability. This study provides a theoretical-practical framework for cultural
and educational planning aimed at strengthening components of faith and
confronting the phenomenon of hypocrisy.

KEYWORDS
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