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ABSTRACT

The concept of fitna (sedition) in Nahj-ul-Balaghah, particularly in sermons
related to the Battle of the Camel, reflects a multi-layered discourse through
which Imam Ali (A.S.) confronts the distortion of truth, elite manipulation,
and the false legitimation of power. This study examines the representation
of fitna in two pivotal sermons—Sermon 3 (al-Shigshiqiyyah) and Sermon
27—by applying Norman Fairclough’s Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)
model across its three dimensions: text description, discourse interpretation,
and social explanation. At the textual level, the Imam employs sensory
metaphors (e.g., “a thorn in the eye” and “a bone in the throat”), past-tense
revelatory verbs, and semantic binaries such as “right/falsehood” and
“religion/worldly desire,” turning language into a tool of resistance and
exposure. At the interpretive level, the sermons function as strategic discourse
that delegitimizes the covenant-breakers and mobilizes the forces of truth, as
implied in the statement that “the rebellious group has arisen.” At the
explanatory level, the study situates this discourse within the historical, tribal,
and ideological contexts from the Saqifa event to the Battle of the Camel,
highlighting motives described as “worldly desires.” The study demonstrates
that Nahj-ul-Balaghah provides a potent model for analyzing crisis-driven
political discourse in Islamic intellectual tradition.
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