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ABSTRACT

Speech acts, which are regarded as the foundation of pragmatics, are based on the
notion that speech is governed by intentional rules connected to the speaker and
the context in which the utterance occurs. Searle sought to construct a
comprehensive and systematic theory in this field by reinforcing its
communicative dimension and developing it through the incorporation of
Husserlian intentionality. He then revisited what his teacher, Austin, had proposed
regarding the classification of speech acts, suggesting a fivefold categorization:
representatives, directives, commissives, declaratives, and expressives. Among
Searle’s five categories of speech acts, the present study focuses on the
representatives (assertives). Accordingly, the research examines the illocutionary
intentionality of the representative acts in three of Imam “Ali’s letters in Nahj al-
Balagha—namely, letters 28, 45, and 53. This is carried out through a pragmatic
approach based on description and analysis, in an attempt to uncover the Imam’s
intended meanings within his assertive discourse and to identify both the explicit
and implicit purposes embedded in the text. One of the most significant findings of
the study is that Imam ‘Alr’s (peace be upon him) communicative experience is
grounded in a pragmatic character through which he seeks to realize his intentions
by directing and influencing the addressee using various methods and strategies.
Accordingly, the speech act in the letters of Nahj al-Balagha is employed from a
pragmatic perspective, as it manifests in diverse events and contexts that are
closely linked to the speaker’s intentionality—an element that contributes to the
dynamism of the text and the effectiveness of the interpretive process. This is
achieved through both direct intentionality, represented by description, assertion,
and clarification, and indirect intentionality, represented by guidance, warning,
acknowledgment, and irony.

KEYWORDS
John Searle, Speech acts, Intentionality, pragmatic, Nahj al-Balagheh's letters,
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