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ABSTRACT

The right to freedom of expression is recognized as a fundamental human
right in international human rights documents. However, its interpretation and
implementation vary across societies and governments. Accordingly, this
article seeks to explore whether freedom of expression was acknowledged in
the practices and philosophy of Amir al-Mu’minin (Ali, PBUH) and to define
its limitations. Using a descriptive approach and analyzing the thoughts of
Imam Ali (PBUH), the article concludes that his concept of freedom of
expression significantly differs from its application in various governmental
systems, as it is rooted in ethical governance and justice. In Imam Ali’s view,
freedom of expression is not only a right for individuals to voice legitimate
criticism of the government but also a collective social and religious
obligation. According to the principle of enjoining what is right and
forbidding what is wrong, this right transforms into a communal duty when
exercised for the sake of public interest, the prevention of prohibited acts, and
the encouragement of obligatory actions. At the same time, freedom of
expression must not lead to slander, false accusations, gossip, or the violation
of others’ rights. Moreover, in Imam Ali’s perspective, freedom of expression
is never absolute and is subject to limitations such as public security and
societal welfare, particularly when it involves the spread of falsehoods,
deception, discord, or religious innovation (bid‘ah). In this regard, freedom of
expression holds a significant place in Ali’s thought, serving as a means for
reforming and enhancing the Islamic community.

KEYWORDS
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