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ORIGINAL ARTICLE

The Semantic Development of the Word (Zakat) and its Derivatives
in Pre-Islamic Poetry, the Holy Qur’an, and Nahj- ul-Balaghah (a

Historical Demantic Study)
Leili Asle-Roknabadi !
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language and literature, payame | The semantic development of the word (Zakat) and its derivatives in pre-lIslamic
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poetry, the Holy Qur’an, and Nahj-ul-Balaghah (a historical semantic study).
Semantic transformation can be considered as one of the most important topics that
is discussed in semantic studies. The word zakat and its derivatives have a special
meaning in the Holy Quran and it is used in various places in the Quran with various
meanings. It is also used in various places in the book of Nahj-ul-Balaghah, but its
usage is less than in the Quran. This word and its derivatives - although rarely - are
also used by the pre-Islamic poetry. By carefully examining the sources of Jahili
poetry and books such as Mufazilyat and Asmaiyat, the author found only three
evidences of its use in Jahili poetry, but a careful look at these uses shows that in
meanings such as: purity, growth and Zakat has been used as a special habit or
worship among a number of Arabs. In this research, the author analyzed the different
meanings of the word (zako) in Jahili poetry, the Holy Qur'an and Nahj-ul-Balaghah,
using descriptive and analytical method, and came to the conclusion that this word
had a non-religious meaning (growth and purity) during the Jahili period. But after
its use in the Holy Qur'an and Nahj ul-Balaghah, it has been used mostly in a
religious sense (zakat as an Islamic duty). It should also be said that the meanings of
this article in Nahj-ul-Balagha have expanded in meaning compared to Jahili poetry
and the Holy Qur'an.
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