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ABSTRACT

The layered stylistic analysis method is recognized as one of the most precise and
valuable approaches for interpreting literary texts. By examining various linguistic
elements, including syntactic, rhetorical, lexical, phonetic, and ideological features,
this method uncovers the hidden meanings within literary works. Particularly in texts
like Nahj al-Balagha, this approach delves deeply into these elements, revealing the
author's thoughts and emotions while uncovering the concealed meanings within the
text. Accordingly, the present study employs the principles of layered stylistics
through a descriptive-analytical method to examine Sermon 180 of Nahj al-Balagha.
The findings indicate that, at the phonetic level, the tone of the sermon reflects Imam
Ali's (PBUH) anger and reprimand, resonating throughout the entire sermon. At the
syntactic layer, the use of verbal and nominal sentences, interrogative constructions,
and attached pronouns highlights the weakness and ignorance of the people of Kufa.
Furthermore, at the rhetorical layer, the effective use of metaphor, metonymy,
allegory, and antithesis aptly conveys the condemnation of the Kufans for their
disloyalty, division, and disobedience to their Imam. The selection of vocabulary in
paradigmatic and syntagmatic axes aligns with this concept. Ultimately, the
ideological layer of the sermon reflects the Imam’s thoughts, aiming to awaken and
enlighten the Kufans about their ignorance.
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