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ABSTRACT

In the discourse system, social actions are considered as text, and the perception of
the text as a meaningful whole is different due to being placed in different
discourses. The instability and semantic difference of signifiers in discourses is
related to the ideology and the power in it. Therefore, discourse analysis in any
language system, by benefiting from linguistic elements and social contexts, reveals
the network of hidden relationships in the social, political and cultural context. In
this approach, the lexical units of freedom and social justice have different
interpretations as floating signifiers related to multiple discourses with a central and
ideological signifier. The present study, with the benefit of library documents and
the descriptive method and the basics of discourse analysis, seeks to formulate
different perceptions of the retold concepts and explain the relationship between
them in the discourse of Nahj al-Balagha and liberalism. The difference in
perceptions of the concepts of freedom and social justice in the two discourse
systems is due to the central signifier and ideological character of the findings of this
research. In this direction, precedence and backwardness, prioritization or
integration of the concepts of freedom and social justice in different social systems
were justified due to the type of discourse system.
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