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Abstract

Given the importance of knowledge and intellectual
endeavors in shaping the worldly and spiritual
development of the individual, as well as the emphasis
and invitation of divine faiths, particularly Islam, to
critical thinking and intellectual contemplation, this
present study examines the quality of contemplative
thought and its components in the sermons of Nahj al-
Balagha. This form of thought is considered one of the
three philosophical thought types that contemporary
scholars have expanded and refined. Therefore, this
research aims to examine contemplative thinking and its
relevant components, which include evaluative, active,
normative, emotional, and empathetic thinking, in the
sermons of Imam Ali (peace be upon him). The research
methodology used in this study is a qualitative content
analysis of a comparative nature. Examining the sermons
in Nahj al-Balagha, examples related to the components
of contemplative thought are identified, categorized, and
explained, accompanied by the provision of frequencies
and percentages for each element. Research results
indicate that contemplative thinking and its related
components are emphasized in numerous sermons. These
components include expression of gratitude and praise to
God, pursuit of truth, avoidance of negligence, advocacy
of justice, attention to the afterlife, encouragement of
virtuous deeds, keeping of covenants, and prominence of
the superiority of the Ahl al-Bayt (the Prophet's
household). Furthermore, among the components of
contemplative thinking, Imam Ali (peace be upon him)
placed the greatest focus on the evaluative thinking
component. In contrast, normative thinking was relatively
rare compared to other components in Nahj al-Balagha's
sermons. Thus, this rich and insightful Islamic source has
the potential to contribute to the effective and efficient
development of contemplative thought.

Keywords: Imam Ali (pbuh), Caring Thinking, Nahj
al-Balagha.
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