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Abstract

Imprecation and curse are among the topics over
which has always been controversy in the history of
Islam. Although imprecation (sabb) and curse
(la’an) seem synonyms, literally they refer to
different concepts as they enjoy different
implications in verses and Hadith. Using these
words interchangeably has given rise to confusion
and accusations among Muslims. The present paper
explores sermons, letters, and wise statements of
Nahj-ul-Balagha for affronts addressed to others.
Reviews of these materials clearly showed that there
exists some difference between imprecation and
curse. Lexicologists have judged imprecation and
affront as synonyms. The Qur’an also differentiates
between these two words. Making a case of these
words, The Qur’an obviously gives credit to their
use. In deeds and words of the Prophet and also in
some Hadith attributed to him there are cases of
curse which have addressed hypocrites, pagans, and
foes of Islam and Muslims. The present study is a
library research with a focus on the sermons, letters,

and wise statements of Nahj-ul-Balagha.

Keywords: Imprecation, Curses, Nahj-ul-Balagha,
Imam Ali(AS).
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