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Abstract

Along with the Islamic revolution of Iran in 1979,
orientalists carried out detailed studies on new areas of
Shiite Hadith and its literature, particularly over the past
two decades. The critical study of Nahj-ul-Balagha by
Sayyed Mohammad Waris Hassan is considered as the
beginning and turning point of studies on Nahj-ul-
Balagha in western academic centers, which has attracted
considerable attention from researchers in this field. The
distinguished and notable features of his study include
documental dating of Nahj-ul-Balagha, recovering the
neglected documents of Nahj-ul-Balagha in classical and
early Arabic texts, finding vocabularies of sermons and
letters in pre-Islamic prose and poetry, comparing the
words used in the Quran and Nahj-ul-Balagha, quoting
and analyzing the ideas of early and late scholars,
considering the misconceptions about Nahj-ul-Balagha
and giving reasonable answers to them, and finally,
presenting a systematic discussions, as the first effort
done in this area in the west. The present study briefly
traced the evolution of western literature on Shiite
Hadith. Then it reviewed, analyzed, and criticized the
study of Sayyed Mohammad Waris Hassan.
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